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through our physical consciousness, is the
final outcome of a cause set going in the
past; it is the ripened fruit; in it a parti-
cular force becomes manifest and exhausts
itself. That force has been working
outwards, and its effects are already over
in the mind ere it appears in the body.
Its bodily manifestation, its appearance,
in the physical world, is the sign of the
completion of its course.1 If at such a
moment the sinner, having exhausted the
karma of his sin, comes into contact with a
Sage who can see the past and the present,
the invisible and the visible, such a Sage
may discern the ending of the particular
karma, and, the sentence being completed,
may declare the captive free. Such an
instance seems to be given in the story of
the man sick of the palsy, already alluded
to, a case typical of many. A physical
ailment is the last expression of a past
ill-doing; the mental and moral outwork-

'This is the cause of the sweetness and patience
often noticed in the sick who are of very pure nature.
They have learned the lesson of suffering, and they
do not make fresh evil karma by impatience under
the result of past bad karma, then exhausting itself.